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History
1596: Expedition Willem Barentsz



Today

Core concepts:

1. sustainability
2. international cooperation 
3. scientific research

New polar strategy (2021-2025) 
=> currently under development



The Netherlands & 
the Arctic Council

- Observer since 1996

- Active in four working groups

- Focus on cooperation and science

- Selected themes of interest:
- Marine litter
- Migratory birds
- Circular Economy
- Research



TEKST

NL Polar Infrastructure and
Research

Dutch Dirck Gerritsz-lab
Rothera, Antarctica

5

Arctic Station, Ny-Ålesund

Excellent polar research [EUR 4.2 mln/year]:
1. Ice, climate and rising sea level
2. Polar ecosystems
3. Sustainable exploitation 
4. Social, legal and economic landscape



The Arctic Marine Litter Project
“Finding solutions together”

• Insight into the main sources & causes by 2022
• Close collaboration with partners in the region
• Multi-disciplinary: social sciences, economics, biology





The Netherlands & Shipping

- Nation of water
- Rich maritime history & flourishing maritime industry
- Modern fleet
- High standards on safety and sustainability
- Seat on IMO-Council
- Every year, >50,000 vessels moor at our 

maritime ports (Rotterdam & Amsterdam)

- > crucial that ships in our ports and passing our 
coast are safe, and cause as little environmental 
impact as possible



The Netherlands 
& Arctic Shipping

- Ready to become more active 
in the SEG

- Your ideas very welcome! 



Thank you!
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