
Second International Science and Policy Conference on

Implementation of the Ecosystem 
Approach to Management in the Arctic:
Integrating information at different scales in the framework

of EA implementation

The Ecosystem Approach to Management (EA) 
is a widely adopted management principle 
that requires integrated management 
across sectors of human activities to achieve 
sustainable use of natural resources while 
maintaining the integrity of the ecosystem. 
The EA approach has been acknowledged, 
defined and adopted by the Arctic states 
working under the Arctic Council. In 2013 
(Kiruna Declaration), the Arctic Council 
agreed that there was a need for periodic 
reviews of EA implementation in the Arctic 
to exchange information on integrated 
assessment and management experiences. 
A first international conference was held in 
Fairbanks, Alaska, in August 2016 to review 
status of EA implementation. A second Arctic 
EA conference will be held in Bergen, Norway, 
in early summer 2019. 
Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs) have been 
recognized as appropriate scale and units to 

apply the EA to management of the Arctic 
marine and coastal environment, with 
due recognition of their open boundaries 
and the need to integrate information 
and management across different scales 
within and beyond an LME. The second 
conference to review EA implementation in 
the Arctic will focus on the scale integration 
issue. Scale integration in the context of 
EA implementation applies equally to the 
natural and social sciences that provide the 
knowledge base for decisions (e.g. through 
Integrated Ecosystem Assessment), and the 
management structures and processes where 
management decisions are made. Local and 
Traditional Knowledge (LTK) provides equally 
important information and insight about 
scale integration, EA implementation and 
management.  LTK will be an element of all 
topics and discussions during the Conference. 

At the 2nd conference we are seeking 
to elucidate the issue of scale and scale 
integration in five topics related to the EA 
implementation framework:

1. Integrated Ecosystem Assessment
2. Ecological Quality Objectives
3. Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)   
 and other special areas 
4. National EA implementation by  
    Arctic states
5. The Central Arctic Ocean

A program for the conference will be drawn 
up by a conference planning group with 
members from Arctic states, Permanent 
Participants, Arctic Council working groups, 
and international organizations including 
ICES and PICES. We plan a combination of 
invited presentations and contributions from 
conference participants. We are seeking 
contributions (oral presentations or posters) 
focusing on the scale issue for the five topics 
listed above. While the conference is about 
EA implementation in the Arctic, we welcome 
contributions also from outside the Arctic 
which can add perspectives and experiences 
from EA implementation elsewhere.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6Sq6CGnLMPmzQWuufJlWA7umNLI4F4kVGcjkVQydUkJc50A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://pame.is/index.php/projects/ecosystem-approach/second-ea-international-conference-2019

