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Accidents and incidents in the Arctic



Background

The Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment 2009 Report contains data on shipping incidents which are more than 10 years old. Due to changes and development, including shipping traffic, in the Arctic region, there is a need for updated information on shipping incidents. A joint PAME/EPPR initiative has therefore been taken to develop a compendium of Arctic ship accidents. 

PAME II-2017 adopted the following record of decision:

PAME invites all members to submit by 1 December any available information on ship accidents in the Arctic since 2005, taking into account the project parameters and elements contained in Appendix I to the paper titled “Compendium of Arctic Ship Accidents (CASA)” (PAME (II)/17/5.7/B) submitted by the USA. 


Data collection and results

The Norwegian Maritime Authority (NMA) collects accident data from Norwegian ships, and from foreign ships in Norwegian waters. All Norwegian flagged vessels are required by law to report accidents to the NMA. The reporting requirements also apply to foreign-flagged vessels when an accident occur in Norwegian territorial waters. Further details on reporting requirements can be found at www.sjofartsdir.no/en/safety/reporting-of-marine-casualtiesand-
occupational-injuries/.

We have extracted a set of incidents from our accident database, based upon the delimitation of the Arctic used in the Polar Code. Our extraction tool, however, does not support drawing of the delimitation based on exact positions. Hence, this represents an uncertainty. In the period from 2007 until November 2017 a total of 31 accidents and 10 near-miss accidents have been reported.

Figure 1 presents incidents reported to our database from 2007 until 14 November 2017. The extracted incidents are those which pose a risk to the ship or to the environment. Occupational and medical incidents are not included.

In Table 1 a summary of information on the reported incidents/accidents has been given. Detailed information is given in appendix 1.

Figure 2 shows incidents/accident per year and figure 3 presents distributed by ship categories.
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Figure 1. Incidents representing a risk to the ship or to the environment reported to NMA´s accident database from 2007 until November 2017.



Table 1. A summary of information on the reported incidents.
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Figure 2. Accidents and near-miss accidents per year.
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Figure 3. Accidents and near-miss accidents distributed by ship categories.
Accident	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	1	3	4	1	3	3	2	2	4	5	3	Near miss accident	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	1	3	2	2	2	



Accident	Cruise ship	Fishing factory ship	Fishing vessel	Oil tanker	Other small passenger/Ferry/Ambulance	Passanger/ferry --	>	 unspecified	Passenger ship	Passenger/Cruise	Passenger/General cargo	Refrigerated cargo	Research/Weather/Protection	Ro/Ro-Passenger carrier	Sealer/Whaler	Seismographic research ship	Stern/Factory trawler	Surveillance vessel	Trawler	Vessel with restricted passenger conveyance	3	5	1	1	1	2	4	1	2	2	1	2	1	1	3	1	Near miss accident	Cruise ship	Fishing factory ship	Fishing vessel	Oil tanker	Other small passenger/Ferry/Ambulance	Passanger/ferry --	>	 unspecified	Passenger ship	Passenger/Cruise	Passenger/General cargo	Refrigerated cargo	Research/Weather/Protection	Ro/Ro-Passenger carrier	Sealer/Whaler	Seismographic research ship	Stern/Factory trawler	Surveillance vessel	Trawler	Vessel with restricted passenger conveyance	1	1	4	1	1	1	1	
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Near Miss accidentYearAccident type Latitude Longitude Vessel group Year of buildGT Nasjonality Extent of damage Water ingress

False 2007Grounding 74,36816667 18,93483333Fishing vessel 849Russian Federation 

False 2008Grounding 78,33466667 12,8235Cargo ship 1978 1380Norway  Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

False 2008Grounding 79,5935 18,41833333Passenger vessel 1956 2180Panama  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2008Fire/Explosion 75,93333 20,35Fishing vessel 987Norway  Vessel seriously damaged No flooding

False 2009Grounding 74,345 19,09166667Cargo ship 1978 1264Russian Federation Vessel seriously damaged Little flooding

False 2009Grounding 79,73 10,985Cargo ship 1958 331Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2009Fire/Explosion 74,1 18,2Fishing vessel 1988 1772Norway  Vessel seriously damaged No flooding

False 2009Contact damage, Quays, Bridges etc 78,21666667 15Passenger vessel 1958 2180Panama  Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

False 2010Grounding 76,58833333 15,65666667Passenger vessel 1969 4998Barbados Vessel seriously damaged Little flooding

False 2011Grounding 79,99183333 18,27666667Passenger vessel 3434Netherlands Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

True 2011Other accident 78,26166667 13,94333333Passenger vessel 1954 135Norway  No damage to vessel

False 2011Other accident 60 -47Cargo ship 1996 9209Norway 

False 2011Other accident 60 -47Cargo ship 1979 2550Bahamas

False 2012Grounding 78,84716667 11,792Passenger vessel 1982 6471Bahamas

False 2012Grounding 78,16666667 15,08333333Passenger vessel 1962 340Norway  Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

False 2012Grounding 79,72 26,65Passenger vessel 1972 6334Liberia Vessel less seriously damaged Little flooding

False 2013Contact damage, Quays, Bridges etc 77,62 14,0025Cargo ship 1978 1728Russian Federation Vessel less seriously damaged Little flooding

False 2013Grounding 79,921665 32,166665Passenger vessel 1972 6334Liberia No damage to vessel No flooding

True 2013Machinery 74,93333 22,066665Fishing vessel 3430Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

True 2013Machinery 75,25 38,1Fishing vessel 1982 151Norway  No damage to vessel Little flooding

True 2013Other accident 74,6175 18,972665Fishing vessel 2001 694Norway  Unknown No flooding

False 2014Grounding 78,220205 13,87617Passenger vessel 1954 135Norway  Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

True 2014Grounding 78,774665 15,59133Passenger vessel 6,33Liberia

False 2014Leakage 74,43333 29,33333Fishing vessel 1999 1190Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

True 2014Other accident 72,93333 41,5Cargo ship 1995 9980Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2015Environmental damage/Pollution 73,35 28,85Cargo ship 1988 2052Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2015Other accident 76,35333 17,391665Fishing vessel 1998 2431Norway  Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

False 2015Other accident 75,303905 32,30505Fishing vessel 2013 3104Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2015Other accident 70,13333 39,2Cargo ship 1980 1085Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2016Machinery 75,716665 39,48333Fishing vessel 1996 840Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

True 2016Machinery 79,957 19,605775Passenger vessel 1989 804Cyprus  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2016Grounding 79,576665 12,825Passenger vessel 1970 93Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

True 2016Grounding 78,0579 14,19323Passenger vessel 200711647Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2016Grounding 77,43133 20,80833Fishing vessel 1955 854Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2016Grounding 78,54333 16,51Fishing vessel 1955 854Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2016Grounding 78,253665 13,80033Passenger vessel 1910 140Netherlands Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

False 2017Leakage 78,916665 14,88333Passenger vessel 2015 5,7Norway  Vessel seriously damaged Extensive flooding

True 2017Other accident 76,14333 36,595Fishing vessel 1958 504Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

True 2017Machinery 72,636665 26,841665Fishing vessel 1985 492Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding

False 2017Fire/Explosion 78,441665 16,285Passenger vessel 1954 135Norway  Vessel less seriously damaged No flooding

False 2017Grounding 65,409165 -52,539Fishing vessel 1960 634Norway  No damage to vessel No flooding


