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1  Korea’s recent Arctic related activities 
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1. Korea’s Perception changes on the Arctic 
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1. Korea’s Relations with Arctic Council States 
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1. Korea, as an observer state in the Arctic Council 
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2  Korea’s interest in Arctic shipping 
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1. Geographical, Environmental and Socio-Economic 
Connectivity 
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2. Shipping situation in Korea  
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3. Port Cargo volume in Korea  

Source: Ministry of Ocean  and Fisheries Source: Ministry of Ocean  and Fisheries 
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4. Potential economic benefit from traffic via NSR  
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Year No. Vessel’s Name Flag Cargo Port of Loading Port of Destination 

2011 
(3)  

1 Perseverance Singapore Naphtha Yeosu, ROK Le Havre, France 

2 Stena Poseidon Finland Gas condensate Vitino, Russia Incheon, ROK 

3 Mariann Norway Gas condensate Vitino, Russia Incheon, ROK 

2012 
(11) 

1 Marile Norway Gas condensate Murmansk InchеonROK 

2~3 Marika Norway Jet Fuel Yeosu, ROK Porvoo, Finland 

4~5 Marinor Norway Gas condensate Murmansk Daesan, ROK 

6~7 Stena Poseidon Finland Gas condensate Murmansk Daesan, ROK 

8~9 Palva Finland Gas condensate Murmansk Daesan, ROK 

10 Ob River Marshall Island Ballast dspl. Yeosu, ROK Montoir, France 

11 Maribel Norway Gas condensate Murmansk Daesan, ROK 

2013 
(9) 

1 Marinor Norway Gas condensate Murmansk Daesan, ROK 

2 Yong Sheng Hong kong general cargo Rotterdam, Netherlands Busan, ROK 

3~4 Vengery Russia reposition Murmansk Busan, ROK 

5 Propontis Greece gasoil Ulsan, ROK Skagen, Denmark 

6 Stena Polaris Bermuda naphtha Ust-Luga Yeosu, ROK 

7 Zaliv Amurskiy Cyprus gasoil Onsan, ROK Rotterdam, Netherlands 

8 Viktor Bakaev Liberia jet fuel Yeosu, ROK Rotterdam, Netherlands 

9 Zaliv Baikal Liberia naphtha Ust-Luga Yeosu, ROK 
Source: Northern Sea Route information office  
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5. The growing importance of resources  
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3  Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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1. Korea’s Arctic Policy Master Plan  

  3) Pursuing sustainable Arctic businesses  

Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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2. Enhancement for the R&D for sustainable shipping    

• Development of domestic institutional arrangement for the 
Polar Code for securing safety for Arctic navigation  
 Enact related domestic law by 2016 
 Revision of Guideline for ice covered area by KR  

• R&D investment for the innovative technology in Arctic weather 
condition  
 Safe, environment friendly technology including shipping 

• Investigating Arctic Navigation Support System to address ice 
related risk in the route 
 Charting and navigating information support system 

Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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3. Ice Navigation training for Koreans      

• The Lloyd’s Register Marine Approved Training Provider Scheme 
has awarded approval of the Korea Institute of Maritime and 
Fisheries Technology(KIMFT) training centre and ice Navigation 
training courses 

• KIMFT provided following major services: 
1) Education and Training of job Knowledge for Arctic 

navigation  
2) Education of international laws regarding Arctic navigation 
3) Education and Training of ship control, navigation and 

operating communication equipment in Arctic  
 

Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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4. The cooperation in the development of Arctic ports  

• Russia and Korea discussed cooperation in modernization and 
development of Russian Arctic ports  in Korea-Russia economic 
Committee (2010) 

• Korea is carrying forward a MOU with Russia for the cooperation in 
the development of Arctic ports  

Source: www.mining.com Source: s-material Handling co.,Ltd. 

Coal terminal at Nakhotka port  Coal terminal at Dong-Hae port in 
Korea  

Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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5. The diversification of business model with the NSR  

• Korean government, port authority, related institutes have 
discussed the diversification of navigation route through NSR 

• In this connection Korea Maritime Institute is working on the 
possibility of utilization of inland shipping which connects NSR 
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6. Operation in the NSR  

Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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• CJ Korea Express, commercial operation in NSR as a Korean flag carrier  
• Shipping stevedoring facilities of 4,000mt for construction of offshore 

terminal, starting from Mussafah based in UAE to Yamal Peninsula 
• 500 km passing through the NSR and 4 Korean navigation officers 

were certified under ‘Ice Navigation training’   

Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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7. Shipbuilding  

• DSME will build total of 15 ice-class Arc7 LNG carriers and the 
first vessel from batch is scheduled for delivery in 2016. 
 
 

Source: Ministry of Oceans and fisheries Source: Ministry of Oceans and fisheries 

Korea’s approach to the NSR 
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4  Comments 
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• Positions : Korea borders both the Pacific Ocean and the Eurasian 
continent, and is geographically located to affect and be effected by 
the Arctic. And Korea has  
 no geopolitical ambitions in the Arctic region 
 a democratic political and financial system connected to the global 

society 
 an economic system based on free market principles 
 advanced circumpolar science research facilities and experiences 
 accumulated knowledge in ship building and shipping business, 

communications, and construction technologies 
 demonstrated leadership as a Middle power 

 
• Potential Value : The Korean government has displayed strong 

political willingness to foster cooperative ties with Arctic states with 
capacity as 
 a provider for state of the art safe technology the Arctic needs 
 a consumer for the Arctic resources and services the Arctic provides 

Comments 



28 

Thank you  

Note : The views expressed are the sole responsibility of the 
author and do not reflect the views of KMI or Korean 

government.  


