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RECORD OF DECISIONS AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS 

PAME I-2014 (11-13 February 2014) 

Opening of the Meeting 

 The Meeting thanks Honorable Fran Ulmer, Chair of the US Arctic Research Commission, for 

her welcoming remarks and information on Alaska’s diverse economy and the importance of 

science to decision-making and the protection of the marine environment and its relevance to 

PAMEs work. 

Information from the Chair and Secretariat (Agenda Item 3) 

 The Meeting thanks Canada for the update on Canada´s Arctic Council Chairmanship priorities.  

Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment (Agenda Item 4) 

1) AMSA I(A) – Linking with International Organizations 

 PAME thanks IALA Deputy Secretary General Michael Card for his presentation on IALAs 

services and products it provides, and its Arctic focused activities and his suggested areas for 

cooperation between IALA and PAME. PAME invites IALA to submit a paper to PAME II-2014 

elaborating upon opportunities for collaboration in areas of common interest.  

 PAME thanks ICES General Secretary Anne Christine Brusendorff for her presentation on ICES, 

the scientific cooperation and publications it provides, and ideas for possible common ground.  

PAME invites the Ecosystem Approach Expert Group (EA-EG) to consider possible areas of 

cooperation on integrated ecosystem assessments.  

 PAME invites Sweden to submit a paper to PAME II-2014 on the status of plans for the 

international conference cosponsored by the WMU, IMO and PAME/Arctic Council on “Safe 

and Sustainable Shipping in a Changing Arctic Environment”. 

 PAME thanks the Arctic Regional Hydrographic Commission (ARHC) for their letter of 7 

February responding to PAME’s invitation for information on the currency and accuracy of 

hydrography and nautical charting in the Arctic. PAME is very interested in further dialogue and 

cooperation with the ARHC. PAME requests the Secretariat to invite the ARHC to attend PAME 

II-2014, present a more comprehensive Arctic hydrography and nautical charting status report, 

and identify opportunities for further collaboration between the ARHC and PAME. 

2) AMSA I(B) – IMO Measures for Arctic Shipping 

 PAME invites the submission of a paper on the status of the Polar Code by one or more member 

governments to PAME II-2014.  

 PAME encourages member governments to continue and intensify their collaboration with 

respect to the finalization of the Polar Code. 

 PAME notes the Russian Federation’s submission on the environmental issues of the draft Polar 

Code for MEPC 66/11/3 (24 January 2014) to IMO’s Marine Environmental Protection 

Committee. 
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 PAME welcomes the valuable contribution of the final HFO Phase II and IIb reports and 

requests the Secretariat to post them to the PAME website related to background documents. 

Taking into account these reports and any other relevant information, PAME invites member 

governments to identify and inform PAME II-2014 of any discrete marine areas that would 

benefit from a more detailed risk analysis that would also take into consideration areas of 

heightened ecological and cultural significance and such other elements that may be appropriate 

(e.g. age of ships). 

3) AMSA I(D) – Strengthening Passenger Ship Safety 

 PAME approves in principle the ASTI work plan prepared by Canada. PAME invites its members 

to propose to Canada by 19 February contact information (including email addresses) for 

individuals/organizations to attend an ASTI workshop on 18-19 March in Ottawa. Canada will 

issue invitations by 21 February. 

 PAME thanks USCG Capt. Paul Mehler, Captain of the Port, Sector Anchorage, for his 

participation in and contributions to the ASTI Workshop.  

 PAME decides to rename this initiative the [Arctic Marine Tourism Project (AMTP)]. 

4) AMSA II(A) – Survey of Arctic Indigenous Marine Use 

 PAME thanks AIA’s Jim Gamble for his presentation on “Arctic Marine Subsistence Use 

Mapping: Tools for Communities” and invites AIA to submit an expanded paper and report on 

workshop outcomes.  

5) AMSA II(B) – Engagement with Arctic Communities 

 PAME thanks Fednav Ltd. and Petro-Nav for their contributions to the paper submitted by 

Canada on engagement with Arctic communities.   

 PAME invites its members to submit to PAME II-2014 papers on shipping industry engagement 

with Arctic coastal communities.  

6) AMSA II (D) – Specially Designated Arctic Marine Areas 

 PAME welcomes the valuable contribution of the final AMSA II(D) report and requests the 

Secretariat to post it to the PAME website related to background documents. PAME invites 

member governments to submit to PAME II-2014 their views on the report recommendations. As 

part of these views, member governments are invited to indicate whether, and if so how, 

international protection for the high seas area of the Central Arctic Ocean might be pursued by 

Arctic States at IMO. 

 PAME invites the USA and Russian Federation to co-lead a correspondence group with the 

specific task of preparing a work plan/project plan, to be submitted to PAME II-2014, for 

developing a draft regional reception facilities plan specific to one or more regions of the Arctic 

taking into consideration relevant circumstances (e.g. nature and composition of shipping traffic 

and practicality of disposal of ship waste in Arctic communities). The draft regional reception 

facilities plan is to be based on the paper submitted by the USA and Russian Federation to 

PAME I-2014 and the documents and information referenced therein.  

 PAME invites member governments to notify the Secretariat by 13 March of points of contact 

who will participate in the correspondence group. 

7) AMSA II(F) – Oil Spill Prevention 

 PAME requests the Secretariat to seek information from the Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil 

Pollution Prevention (TFOPP) regarding any shipping related aspects and to share it in advance 

of PAME II-2014. 
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8) AMSA II(H) – Reducing Air Emissions 

 PAME invites Norway to submit regular updates to PAME on IMO’s work with respect to black 

carbon. 

 PAME requests the Secretariat to obtain information about the status of the Arctic Council Task 

Force on Black Carbon and Methane and share it with PAME in advance of the PAME II-2014 

meeting. 

9) AMSA III(A) – Addressing the Infrastructure Deficit 

 PAME encourages Arctic States to continue efforts to populate and regularly update IMO’s 

GISIS database on all Arctic and near Arctic ports and port reception facilities. 

 PAME invites member governments to explore ways to bring the issue of identifying Arctic ports 

within GISIS to the attention of IMO. 

 PAME requests the Secretariat to bring the paper submitted by the USA on IMO’s GISIS 

database and the AMATII database to the attention of the SDWG for any action it deems 

appropriate. 

10)  Other Items 

 PAME invites the USA, Canada and Finland to again co-lead the preparation of a 2013-2015 

AMSA Implementation Progress Report. The US will prepare a draft by 1 June and circulate to 

stakeholders. The US will revise the draft in light of comments received by 1 September and 

submit the revised draft to PAME II-2014.  

Follow-up to Arctic Council products (Agenda item 5) 

 PAME welcomes the paper from Canada and agrees to the need to consider the full range of 

Arctic Council reports, assessments and other recommendations of relevance to PAMEs work to 

focus future follow-up actions.  

 PAME invites Canada to revise the annexed tables and circulate them by 1
st
 May. Comments are 

due to Canada by 1 July. Canada will revise the tables in light of comments received and submit 

the final draft for consideration by PAME II-2014. 

 PAME invites the co-chairs of the shipping expert group to identify proposed shipping related 

agenda items for consideration in plenary at PAME II-2014. Head of Delegations will review the 

proposals in consultations with the PAME chair and secretariat in deciding on the PAME II-

2014 meeting agenda. 

Framework for an Arctic MPA network (Agenda item 6) 

 The Meeting thanks the Arctic Marine Protected Areas (MPA) Network expert group, co-led by 

Canada, Norway, and the US, for its progress to date on developing a Framework for a Pan-

Arctic Network of Marine Protected Areas. 

 MPA leads to send out a revised draft framework document to the MPA Network expert group 

by 21 February 2014. 

 MPA expert group to provide comments on the revised draft framework document to the MPA 

lead by 10
th

 of March 2014. 

 Revisions to the framework document will take place intersessionally and be submitted to the 

PAME II-2014 for consideration.  

 The 2
nd

 face-to-face meeting of the MPA Network Expert Group is planned to be convened in 

association with the next PAME meeting to discuss the Framework and develop 

recommendations for consideration by PAME. 
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 Finland will report to PAME II-2014 on the outcomes from the Arctic Regional EBSA workshop 

held in Helsinki 3-7 March 2014. 

Developing a new Arctic Marine Strategic Plan (AMSP) (Agenda item 7)  

 PAME welcomes the 3
rd

 draft revised AMSP with comments due by 15 April 2014. 

 PAME Chair to encourage the participation of other Arctic Council working groups at the next 

meeting of the Arctic Council chairs and secretaries. 

 Final draft revised AMSP completed during the summer 2014 in preparation for the 2
nd

 

workshop for the revision of AMSP to be held back-to-back with the PAME II-2014 meeting with 

the aim to solicit final comments on the revised AMSP. Invitations will be extended to other 

Arctic Council working groups. 

 PAME I-2015 meeting (Spring 2015) Agree to a final version of the revised AMSP for submission 

and approval by SAOs and 2015 Ministerial meeting. 

Ecosystem Approach (Agenda item 8) 

 PAME welcomes the progress report on the work of the Ecosystem Approach expert group (EA-

EG) and noted the importance to further advance the coordination effort of a common approach 

to the work of the Arctic Council on EBM in the marine part of the Arctic. 

  EA co-leads to provide the PAME members with a list of skill sets and areas of expertise for new 

contributing members of the EA-EG. In consideration of the needs PAME members are requested 

to nominate or re-nominate members for this group to the PAME Secretariat by February 28, 

2014. 

 PAME Chair to write to the other Arctic Council working groups addressing marine-related 

issues of relevance to ask them to nominate/re-nominate active members/points of contact from 

their network of experts for the EA-EG by February 28, 2014. 

 PAME Secretariat to circulate to PAME members for their comments on the PAME I-2014 EA-

EG Progress Report Annex 5: EBM Recommendations and response on follow-up by PAME and 

Annex 6: Road map for EA work in the Arctic. Deadline for comments on Annex 5 is March 15 

and deadline is May 2, 2014 for Annex 6. EA co-leads and the EA-EG members to provide 

revised versions of these annexes for the PAME II-2014 meeting. 

 PAME Chair to request inclusion of the follow-up on EBM Expert Group Recommendations on 

the agenda of the next meeting of Arctic Council Working Group chairs and secretaries to ensure 

coordination of efforts in this regard. 

 PAME welcomes the planning and convening of the 4
th

 EA workshop on “Integrated Ecosystem 

Assessment (IEA) – Understanding national approaches and reviewing progress on IEA in the 

Arctic LMEs”. Tentative venue and time is Vancouver, Canada 18-20 June. 

 PAME urges the EA co-leads and the EA-EG members to ensure an active involvement of the 

other Arctic Council working groups working on marine-related issues of relevance (AMAP, 

CAFF and SDWG) in the planning and participation of this workshop. 

 The EA co-leads, in cooperation with the EA-EG member, to revise its Terms of Reference, 

taking into account new and ongoing activities (e.g. the follow-up of the EBM Recommendations) 

and submit a revised draft to PAME II-2014 meeting for approval. 
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Follow up on the 2009 Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines (Agenda item 9) 

Oil and Gas Contact Group

 Member states are requested to confirm and submit additional names as needed for 

participation in the Oil and Gas Contact Group, considering identified future work. 

Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines: Systems Safety Management and Safety Culture 

 PAME approves the Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines: Systems Safety Management and 

Safety Culture Report pending review and confirmation of the summary information contained 

in Table 1 and updating of any information in Appendix E of the Report by February 21, 2014.  

 The PAME Chair to request that this Report be included on the agenda at the next SAO meeting 

and that the PAME Secretariat submit this Report 30 days in advance (by 25 February) for 

SAOs consideration and approval. 

 The final edited version of the Report will be submitted to the PAME Secretariat on 14 March 

for formatting and publication. 

Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Regulatory Resource (Website) 

 Countries are reminded of the commitment to review their web-links and supply updated 

information for the Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Regulatory Resource (Website).  

Possible Future Follow-up Activities  

 The Oil and Gas Contact Group is to identify possible strategic actions for consideration into the 

AMSP process by 15 April.  

 PAME requests the Secretariat to seek information from the Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil 

Pollution Prevention (TFOPP) regarding any oil and gas related aspects and to share it in 

advance of PAME II-2014. 

 The Oil and Gas Contact Group discussed possible future activities and decided to prepare a 

concept paper for consideration at PAME II-2014 on collaboration with SDWG and EPPR on a 

possible project to follow up or expand guidance in Chapter 2 of the 2009 Arctic Offshore Oil 

and Gas Guidelines on engagement of Arctic Communities and Indigenous Peoples in offshore 

oil and gas activities.    

 In response to relevant AOR recommendations, the Oil and Gas Contact Group suggests that 

invitations could be extended to international organizations to attend future PAME meetings to 

make presentations on offshore oil and gas issues of relevance to PAMEs work. 

PAME Administration Next Meeting 

 The Meeting urges PAME delegations to include IMO, oil and gas, and ecosystem experts in their 

delegations to the PAME II-2014 meeting. 

 PAME Chair to present status and progress on the AMSA follow-up (HFO Phase II/AMSA 

II(D)/Arctic Marine Tourism Project), and seek approval of the Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas 

Guidelines: Systems Safety Management and Safety Culture Report at the upcoming SAO 

meeting. 

 PAME welcomes the request by AMAP to hold our Fall 2014 meetings at the same time, with 

opportunities for joint PAME/AMAP session. Canada has offered to host, with the assistance of 

the Government of Yukon, the next meeting during the 3
rd

 week of September (15-19 Sep) in 

Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada.  


