


HIGH ARCTIC 

CONTEXT

- Talluritiup Imanga NMCA 

Inuit Impact and Benefit 

Negotiations

- Link to High Arctic Basin 

protection measure 

proposal

- Pikialasorsuaq - Inuit led 

management and 

monitoring

- Other federal protected 

areas

- Draft Nunavut Land Use 

Plan (not shown on map)



PIKIALASORSUAQ: POLNYA AND REGION

- Abundance or marine life in polynya significant to biological, economic, social 

and cultural health of its people

- Inuit communities are expressing concerns about food security and 

environmental integrity in the face of climate change

- Likely to increase: shipping, tourism, development (causing concerns)

- Opportunity for unprecedented initiative - Kingdom of Denmark, Government 

of Canada, Nunavut Government, Government of Greenland and Inuit leaders 

working together on a management plan based on centuries of Inuit 

knowledge and environmentally sustainable practices.

- Inuit-led protection and conservation efforts will protect this unique marine 

environment for the communities that depend upon its resources and for the 

globally important ecosystem the polynya and region provide.







RECOMMENDATION # 1

- A management regime, Inuit Management Authority (IMA), led by Inuit 

representatives from communities in Pikialasorsuaq region

- This management authority could:
- Oversee monitoring and research

- Promote the conservation of living resources

- Elevate the wellbeing of Inuit communities that depend on these resources







RECOMMENDATION # 2

Identify a protected area that encompasses the polynya and a larger management 

zone that reflects the connection between Inuit communities and the natural 

resources they rely on.





RECOMMENDATION # 3

Establish a travel-free zone for Inuit across the Pikialasorsuaq region


















