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Barents Sea benthic communities 
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Jørgensen et al (2016). Multiple impact on sea bed fauna in a warming Arctic. In prep. 



Long Term Monitoring  
2009-2015 

2280 stations 
 
->  
 
70 T of megabenthic 
biomass  
 
4.4 mil. individuals  
 
467 species/taxa 



Climate change 

National Geographic http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2015/11/climate-change/introduction-text  
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Conclusion 
To sustain a rich and healthy benthic 
ecosystem.  
 
Reduced bottom-trawling, increase 
commercial catch of snow crab with 
traps in areas of the Barents Sea affected 
by multiple stress-factors 
 
In order to define “critical level”, 
establish “closed areas” to study the 
natural fluctuation in a rich and healthy 
benthic community.  
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State of the Arctic Marine 
Biodiversity Report 

 

• Six Marine Expert Networks  
• Sea-Ice Biota 
• Plankton 
• Benthos 
• Fish 
• Marine Mammals 
• Cbird 



Timeline SAMBR 

–  Sept 6-8:  CAFF Board meeting and # 1 review complete. 
–  October: Marine group annual meeting, Iceland, Akureyri. 
–  Dec: Circulated for Board review #2. 
–  January 7th 2017 CAFF Board deadline to identify any key 

issues that will need discussion to resolve. 
–  Feb 7: Review #2 complete; approval for SAO submission. 
–  March 7: SAO approval. 
–  April/May: Arctic Council Ministerial.   



Financed by 
 

IMR / PINRO 
FRAM - “VULDER” 

NFR Projects – “TIBIA” and “SI_Arctic” 

Thank you to the Joint Russian-
Norwegian Ecosystem Survey 
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