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8 MMT of plastic waste enters the ocean every year



Two primary factors for 
ocean plastic pollution:    

1. Insufficient waste   
collection; and/or

2. Lack of value in 
certain types of  
plastics

Low	  Value
(Film,	  composites)

Medium (PS,	  LDPE)

18%

21%
61%

High	  (PET,	  HDPE)

Collected
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1  Average  for  China,  Indonesia,  Philippines,  Vietnam,  Thailand

SOURCE:  Team  analysis,  Stemming  the  Tide  report
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Source:    Eriksen  et  al,  2014;;  van  Sebille  et  al.,  2015;;  Plastic  Free  Seas

MICROPLASTICS ARE THE MOST ABUNDANT PLASTIC DEBRIS 
FOUND GLOBALLY – 51 TRILLION PARTICLES AT SEA SURFACE







Plastics found in more than 25 percent of fish sold 
for human consumption

28%

Market fish with plastics in gut, % of sample total

Indonesia

California

Source:  Rochman  et  al.  2016,  Scientific  Reports
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International Coastal Cleanup 
32 Years, 153 Countries, Global Impact

12.5M
Volunteers

110M
Kilograms of 
trash

643K
Kilometers



More than 120 million debris items (>50%) collected 
have been disposable packaging
International Coastal Cleanup




