
ICE PILOTAGE IN RUSSIAN ARCTIC

ROSMORPORT ICE PILOT SERVICE



NORTH EASTERN PASSAGE
Polar waters in Russian Arctic  can 
be divided into 3  areas:

1. the Barents Sea, its SE part 
always frozen during winter time;

2. The Northern Sea Route  Area 
( from Kara Gate ( or Zelanya
Point) in the West to Deznev
Point in the East;

3. The area of Bering Sea from 
Deznev Point till the latidude
60N.

Together in is so called North 
Eastern Passage via Arctic



Official navigation publication of Russian 
Admiralty- book №1440 (2007edition )
“The Rezime (Rules) for sailing in Barents, White 
and Kara Sea”



POLAR CODE  Chapter 12 MANNING and TRAINING
Functional requirements for Navigators



SAILING  in the water area of the NORTHERN SEA ROUTE

Ice pilotage is not  compulsory  in NSR area  but  recommended  for safety of the ships and environment taking 
into consideration the skill and qualification of the ship’s personnel .

FEDERAL LAW №81-FZ

Merchant Shipping Code of Russia
Article 5.1

Sailing in the water area of 
Northern Sea Route.

Russian Goventment Decree № 1487            
dd 18/09/2020 

The RULES of navigation                    
in the water area of the NSR



ICE PILOT, Certification, Advance training Polar Code



Job  of   Rosmorport ice  pilots



Ice pilotage  of LNGCarries which  operate  in project YAMAL LNG      
( export from sea port of Sabetta)



Long term Ice Pilotage  Agreements with big 
Shipping Companies 
MOLLNGE ( MITSUI)  и TEEKAY GLASGOW

• ENTERING SABETTA



Manuals, used  by ice pilots during  ice navigation



Ice chart  from AАRI , «ОVAL» system to show ice 
condition in particular place
POLARIS method – very good tool for risk assessment  of ice navigation 
and to choose the way decision making.
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