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IAMSAR MANUAL
• International Aeronautical and Maritime 

Search and Rescue Manual.
• Published by the UN (International Civil 

Aviation Organization and International 
Maritime Organization).

• The IAMSAR Manual consists of three 
volumes, which are published as a loose-
leaf collection.
• Volume I. Organization and 

Management
• Volume II. Mission Co-ordination
• Volume III. Mobile Facilities

• The IAMSAR Manual is the “how to” for 
SAR



EPPR SEARCH & RESCUE EXPERT GROUP
• The SAR EG was established in 

2016 to facilitate the 
implementation of the 
Agreement on Cooperation in 
Aeronautical and Maritime 
Search and Rescue in the Arctic. 
• SAR EG identifies key lessons 

learned of Arctic incidents and 
exercises and communicates best 
practices and mitigation or 
remedial actions.
• Benjamin Strong (United States) 

Chairs the SAR EG, with Tore 
Hongset (Norway) as Vice Chair.



AGREEMENT ON COOPERATION IN AERONAUTICAL AND MARITIME 
SEARCH AND RESCUE IN THE ARCTIC (ARCTIC SAR AGREEMENT)

• The Arctic SAR Agreement seeks to increase cooperation among Arctic 
countries to enhance readiness/response to search and rescue incidents in 
Arctic
• The SAR EG ensures implementation of the Arctic SAR Agreement by:
• Collaborating with other bodies, fora, working groups and academia to 

compile, identify, analyze and disseminate pertinent recommendations and 
needs related to Arctic SAR issues.
• Evaluating exercise and live incident reports for common themes identified 

in lessons learned and disseminating recommendations as appropriate.
• Communicating key findings to EPPR for coordination within the Arctic 

Council and other relevant bodies.
• Supporting different operational fora in their action-oriented efforts, 

including SAR exercises.



SAR EG PROJECTS

• Validation of the 
IMO Polar Code 
Survival Time 
Requirement



SAR EG PROJECTS

• Lessons Learned 
Arena (a repository for 
exercise and incident 
after action reports)



SAR EG PROJECTS
• Casualty Tracking Workshop
“Recommendation: Future exploration is 
required for standardization / 
compatibility of systems across 
organizations. Consider convening a Task 
Force (combined ACGF COWG and EPPR 
SAR EG) to explore various analog and 
digital technologies to standardize 
passenger/casualty tracking and make 
recommendations on implementation.”



THANK YOU

@EPPR_Arctic

www.eppr.org


